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Diocese of Peterborough 2008
All Age Worship
THEME: God makes us all special – we are engraved on the palms of his hands and he has given each of us gifts; we all have something to offer: God blesses us as we pass on what we have been given.
ORDER

1
Arrival/Gathering: Music/clip of famous person; give out tags
2 
Welcome: prayer/notices
3
Hymn/song: local choice
4
Confession: washing each others hands
5
Collect: use collect below or one you write
6
Bible Reading (s) Isaiah 49:13-18: Romans 12:1-8
7
Hymn/song: local choice
8
Talk/activity:
9
Song/hymn:  local choice
10
Creed:
11
Offering: Instrumental music; tag tree
12
Hymn/song: local choice
13
Blessing: 
14
Refreshments

Here are suggestions to be combined with material that suits your local needs:
Suggestions for hymns/songs

· Jesus hands are kind hands


· Put your hand in the hand

· I want to serve the purpose of god

· Take my hands and let them be

· Be bold, be strong

· I the lord of sea and sky

· Will you come and follow me 
PREPARATION
Choose: any music to be played upon arrival; possible clip of famous person; reader for Bible passage; suitable songs/hymns/creed for your situation - and musicians; suitable prayers/people to pray.

Prepare refreshments for afterwards.
Alternative creeds suitable for all age worship can be found on www.memorialpcusa.org/statemen.htm
Apostles creed for children can be found on:

www.cptryon.org/prayer/child/creed.html
A suggested prayer from Southwell and Nottingham Diocese:
Father God, we thank you for children and young people. We thank you for their life and energy, their openness and honesty. We ask that you would help us to encourage and welcome them as valued members of our Churches. By your Holy Spirit give us the desire to serve them, and the openness and vision to learn from them. 
In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord
Amen
ARRIVAL

Welcoming music might be played (Liz Holdsworth and Paul Niemiec have a wide variety of CD’s available - this will set the mood, so think carefully about what might suit your situation).
On arrival give each person a luggage tag and a pencil.
GATHERING ACTIVITY 

Show clip of someone famous using their gifts - sport/music etc .... the more unlikely the better.
  

ELEMENTS

 

1. We ALL have gifts and skills. Some are famous for theirs but we ALL have positive things to offer, from smiles and laughter to building huge buildings.
 

2. Explain old Game of TAG - you’re “it” because the "touch" has been passed on.
 

3. Touch = fingers, finger print - ALL special - touched by God, names written in the palms of his hands. Read Isaiah 49:13-18.
 

4. ALL have talents and gifts. Read Romans 12:1-8.
  

5.  God has made you special - and the person sat next to you - therefore each use her/his gifts for good of each other.
6. Small groups (where sitting). What could this mean - at home? / at school / in the community / in the world?

7. Think about one thing you could do by using a gift or skill you have. Write or draw about it on your tag to show how you are going to pass it on.
8. Play some music offering/instrumental, NOT singing). Now we come quietly - thinking about what we can offer as a “thank you” to God for all the wonderful things he has done for us. Come and help us build a tag tree to pass on what God has given each of us - just like in the old game.
9. Prayer/quiet to reflect and give thanks for those who use their gifts and talents for us - possible discussion/flip chart.
10. Blessing - to go and use our gifts.
You might want to plan to do something together beyond this service where gifts and abilities could be used - eg involvement in Hope 08 / outreach / social action / entertainment / an event / fundraiser etc.
Alternative activity

Pass round inkpads and paper; get everyone to “fingerprint” themselves and compare finger prints, bringing out the way each of us is unique .
Contacts for further information: 

Paul Niemiec 01604 887044 and Rona Orme 01604 887045.
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