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Diocese of Peterborough 2008
The X Factor - “If you’ve got it - use it!”
A sketch by Tim Sledge

Two people (better with two men).

B is holding a leaflet entitled “If you have got it, use it!” 
A & B are facing each other across a table (in the Smith and Jones style).
A
What’s that you’ve got?

B
Oh it’s a leaflet entitled  - “If you’ve got it, use it!”
A
I have told you about websites like that before.
B
No it’s not about that.
A
What is it about then?

B
About my gifts?

A
Oh it’s a gift catalogue? Are you going to buy me something nice?

B
It’s from my church.
A
They are always asking for money – are you being asked to give them a gift?

B
No -  it’s about my gifts – not presents, but the things that I am good at.
A
Well that’ll be a short book then – last time you cooked me a meal I wasn’t sure whether to eat it or sit for a moment of silence and give it the last rites.
B
I know – sorry about that … still can’t get the difference between Centigrade and Fahrenheit.

A
I think that the acrid black smoke should have told you something ... or the last time you drove me to the pub. You sure have the gift of Lewis Hamilton!

B
Well this leaflet talks about the things that I am good at not the things I am bad at. I know that cooking and driving aren’t my thing.

A
So it’s like a church talent show? The X Factor? Are you going to be Simon Cowell?

B
No - although you would be good at that – the way you slated my driving and cooking just now! 

A
So – have you got the X Factor?

B
Well this has made me think of the things that I am good at and how I can use them to help someone else.
A
OK – joking aside – what do you think you are good at?

B
Well… not used to blowing my own trumpet but I think I am pretty patient person…
A
You need to be, with me as your friend!
B
Exactly! And I think that I’m a good thinker, a strategy person, a person who can inspire people.
A
Yes actually you are right. You are not half bad at that.
B
OK – your turn.. you tell me if I have got the X Factor.
A
Well … not in the fashion department … but let me think ... I think you are amazing with your neighbours. I don’t even know the names of mine, but yours are always calling round and drinking your whisky!  I kind of envy that in you.

B
Thanks – that’s the first nice thing you have said in a while!

A
OK – your turn … Why don’t you tell me if I have got the X Factor?
B
Well your breath…. Stinks! 

A
Hey – I thought you were supposed to be telling me my talents.
B
OK. Well. Great gardener, real eye for detail, tidy person, good with figures.
A
I know... Nigella Lawson ... lovely!!
B
I mean your accounts figures!  I know it’s your work, but you seem so enthusiastic about them. I admire your passion for something like that.
A
Oh thanks! I am not used to this. All this telling each other what we are good at.
B
Well that’s what it’s about at church and that’s what this leaflet is about too. It’s about recognising that we have got it, so we need to use it

A
To cover the jobs you mean? – I can’t see you on the flower rota.
B
No not the jobs, but to use my gifts and talents as best I can for God. I mean, just think of those things you are good at. Where did they come from?

A
I worked hard.
B
Yes, but I think that our passions and enthusiasms and gifts come from God, and so we need to do something with them for God – that’s the deal. Too many people are so gifted and really do have the X factor, but they are never told and so never use their talents.

A
Never thought about it like that.
B
Perhaps you should ... in God’s eyes you are amazing!
A
Now you are going all gushy and sentimental.
B
No I am being real for once! I know that there are things I am not great at – you have told me that all right – but actually, there are some things which get me going, set my pulse racing, sometimes make me angry. For once I am stopping and looking at who I am and what I do and try and use my gifts more. You should try it. You know that the town soup kitchen need an accountant. You are the man! You could be…
A
Never thought about it!

B
Well I for one am going to get stuck in. I might be great with neighbours at home, but I never make tea or coffee for colleagues at work or at church so I am going to go the extra mile. I’ve got it … so I am going to…
A
Yeah I get the drift.. so use it! OK I will give it a go! Just stay away from the kitchen!

B
Come on Mr X Factor ... use the gift of your wallet and lets go and get a drink ….
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