
An Evening Service of the Word

Preparation

Song or hymn

A song or hymn may be sung
Introduction


The light and peace of Jesus Christ be with you
All
and also with you.

The glory of the Lord has risen upon us
All
Let us rejoice and sing God’s praise for ever.


As our evening prayer rises before you, O God,

so may your mercy come down upon us

to cleanse our hearts

and set us free to sing your praise,

now and for ever.
All
Amen.


Confession

Christ the light of the world has come to dispel
the darkness of our hearts.

In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins.
All
Lord God,

we have sinned against you;

we have done evil in your sight.

We are sorry and repent.

Have mercy on us according to your love.

Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.

Renew a right spirit within us

and restore us to the joy of your salvation,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen
The priest pronounces God’s forgiveness or if a lay person is presiding, the following is said


May Almighty God

who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon us,

pardon and deliver us from all our sins,

confirm and strengthen us in all goodness,
and keep us in life eternal;
through Jesus Christ our Lord

All
Amen.

The Word

Psalm

A psalm, or a song or hymn based on a passage of Scripture may be used.

Old Testament Reading
At the end of the reading this response may be used


This is the Word of the Lord

All
Thanks be to God.

A song or hymn may be sung between the readings, especially a setting of the Magnificat (Luke 1.46-55).

New Testament Reading

At the end of the reading this response may be used

This is the Word of the Lord

All
Thanks be to God.

Sermon or Homily
Apostles Creed

The following, or an authorised Affirmation of Faith is used

All
I believe in God, the Father almighty.

creator of heaven and earth.


I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.


I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Amen
Song or hymn

A song or hymn may be sung

Prayers

This, or some other form, may be used


In faith, let us pray:

That the rest of this day may be holy, peaceful

and full of your presence:


in faith we pray.

All
We pray to you, our God.

That the work we have done

and the people we have met today

may bring us closer to you:


in faith we pray.

All
We pray to you, our God.


That we may hear and respond to your call to peace and justice:


in faith we pray.

All
We pray to you, our God. 

That you will sustain the faith and hope of those who are lonely, oppressed, unwell or anxious:


in faith we pray.

All
We pray to you, our God. 


That you will strengthen us in your service,

and fill our hearts with longing for your kingdom:


in faith we pray.

All
We pray to you, our God.


Open prayer may be offered and silence kept.


The Collect is said
Either:

All
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen



Or:
All:
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours

now and for ever. 
Amen.

Song or hymn

A song or hymn may be sung

Sending out
The Grace or the sharing of the peace may conclude the service, or these responses may be used


Jesus Christ is the light of the world:
All
a light no darkness can quench

Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening:
All
and the day is almost over.


The darkness is not dark to you:

All
the night is as bright as the day.


Let your light scatter the darkness:

All
and fill your church with your glory. Amen.
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