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Dear Colleagues, 

 

I do hope that you had a fantastic Easter break and managed to get plenty of 

rest after yet another busy and stressful term. 

  

I managed another few days in Norfolk. It is my go to place for fresh air and 

long country and beach walks and always seems to refresh and revive me, no 

matter what! I particularly love this time of year where trees and flowers are 

bursting forth, birds are singing loudly and lambs are frolicking in the fields. 

Spring is definitely my favourite season and I always feel blessed when it 

arrives.  

 

Welcome to the latest RE Newsletter for teachers of RE and RE Subject 

Leaders. It will update you on what is going on in the world of RE and direct you 

to useful resources and training opportunities. 

 

I am really excited about some of the training opportunities this term, 

especially our, “Assessment in RE” course in May and the “Balanced RE” day 

in June where we are so lucky to welcome Gillian Georgiou to work with us 

and share practical approaches in RE. Have a close look in the CPD section 

to find out more!  

 

Please let me know if you have any RE News to share, including REQM awards (I 

no longer get any notification of REQM Awards). 

 

I wish you all a safe, happy and healthy term and look forward to seeing you 

soon. 

Kindest wishes, 

Lesley 

 

Lesley Pollard 

RE and Collective Worship Adviser - Diocese of Peterborough 

E-mail: lesley.pollard@peterborough-diocese.org.uk 
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For further details, costs and bookings please go to the website:  

http://www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk/news-and-events/events?tags=school 

or contact Alex on 01604 887060 or e-mailing: education@peterborough-

diocese.org.uk  

 

All our courses will use the latest learning from the Ofsted RE Review to 

ensure that you are able to build upon your RE and make it even more 

effective! 

Don’t miss out on the exciting opportunities where invited presenters from 

RE Today and other Dioceses will support me to offer the very highest 

quality training. 

 

Dates for your Diary 

Course Date and Time Venue 

“New to RE Subject Leadership – 

Day 2”  

 (For those who completed Day 1 

last term) 

Tuesday 3rd May  

2022 

9.30am – 3.30pm 

 

 

 

Via Zoom 

“Assessment in RE – Getting it 

Right!” 

Led by Lat Blaylock 

(For Primary RE Subject Leads 

and Teachers of RE at KS1 and 

KS2) 

Monday 16th May 

 2022 

1.00pm – 4.00pm 

 

 

 

Via Zoom 

“Focus on Salvation” 

Led by Adam Robertson  

(For Primary RE Subject Leads 

and teachers of RE at KS1 and 

KS2)  

Tuesday 10th May  

 2022 

9.00am – 12.00noon 

 

 

Via Zoom 

“Understanding Christianity” 
 (For Teachers of RE at KS1 and 

KS2 new to using this resource 

but who work at a school which 

use it) 

Tuesday 17th May 

2022 

9.30am – 3.00pm 

 

 

Via Zoom 

“Focus on Non-Religious World 

Views” 

Led by Lat Blaylock 

(For RE Subject Leads and 

Teachers of RE at KS1, KS2 and 

KS3) 

Tuesday 7th June  

2022 

9.00am – 12noon 

 

 

Via Zoom 

“Getting the Balance Right in RE” 

Led by Gillian Georgiou 

(For RE Subject Leads and 

Teachers of RE at KS1, KS2 and 

KS3) 

Tuesday 28th June 

2022 

9.30am – 3.30pm 

Hayfield Cross CE 

Primary School 

Hayfield Crescent, 

Kettering, 

NN15 5FJ 

CPD Opportunities 
 

http://www.peterborough-diocese.org.uk/news-and-events/events?tags=school
mailto:education@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
mailto:education@peterborough-diocese.org.uk
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Collective Worship Conference 

“On 1st February, 17 of our Church of England Primary Schools joined 

together for a Conference Day for pupils to support them in leading 

Collective Worship. The Conference was held via Zoom and in Breakout 

Rooms pupils participated in Workshops and learnt 

about: 

- Different ways to tell Bible stories; 

- How to best open and close worship;   

- How to set the scene for worship and; 

- Ideas for leading prayers.  

It was a really joyous occasion!  

Towards the end of the conference pupils went back into Breakout Rooms 

but this time in their individual school groups to work out an action plan 

for developing their leadership of Collective Worship in their own school.  

We hope that it will be possible to run the event again and that more 

schools will be able to join us for another fabulous day”. 

Jane Lewis 

Assistant Director – Diocese of Peterborough 

 

Thank you, Jane, it was certainly a pleasure to be involved in this exciting 

day, working alongside the wonderful pupils (and staff!) 

 

I Am Human 

 

Julie Barke, one of the Church of England SACRE Representatives on the 

West/North Northamptonshire SACRE tells us about a Northampton 

Inter Faith Forum project. 

 

“In October last year, I was privileged to attend the 

launch of the ‘I am Human’ activity book published by 

Northampton Inter Faith Forum (NIFF). This booklet 

is the latest stage in the ‘I am Human’ project.  

In the words of the book, it is a ‘celebration of what 

we are able to accomplish when we put our 

differences aside and choose and work and play 

together in compassionate, sharing and caring ways’. 

The work book is based on three words: 

 

Local RE News 
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 Respect… recognising each other’s good qualities and 

our own; 

 Understanding…that each person is precious, special 

and unique; 

 Friendship…developing special relationships. 

 

Different activities in the booklet encourage 

children to think about themselves and others in 

their lives; similar, different but all human. It 

asks them to be reflective, develops self-esteem 

and through short activities, deepens 

understanding of themselves and others. It 

promotes diversity and has respect and tolerance 

at its core.  

 

The booklet is currently being trialled in a small number of schools and I 

hope to report back from NIFF and the schools when they have used it 

with classes. I think it has huge potential as a tool to use with children, 

especially useful in Church Schools with character development strands 

and SIAMS.  It is a very attractive, professional and well produced work 

book too. Congratulations to NIFF”. 

Julie Barke 

 

Thank you to Julie, we look forward to hearing from you and those 

schools who have participated in the project. 

 

 

 

 

Meeting People of Faith 

It has been a difficult time for schools to visit places of worship and 

have visitors from different faiths over the past two years. 

Here, Sue Holmes explains what has happened in some schools in East 

Yorkshire. 

 

“In East Yorkshire there is a ‘Living Faiths’ tradition, where one or two 

members from five or six different faiths come into a school for the 

afternoon and small groups of older KS2 children from the local schools 

visit each of them for just 10 minutes - a ‘speed-dating’ format.  

 

 

National News 



5 
 

It’s simply amazing how many gems those lucky ‘RE Ambassadors’ discover 

to take back to their schools, even after just one hour!  

Whilst visitors have been unable to visit schools, we have been working on 

a system for zooming some faith members into the classroom to share 

their stories. It requires the willingness of faith members to talk with 

children online, to be prepared to share some faith symbols or artefacts 

and then answer their questions afterwards. We’ve found this works well 

with younger ones too – Year 3 concentrate well on a speaker for 10 or 15 

minutes and are then ready with their questions. Some faith members 

have backed up their class engagement by sending lovely things into 

school - food, drink, little craft activities to share with the children - 

talking them through from the front.  

Two or three faith communities have made short videos to support pupils’ 

learning in RE. They made short 3 – 5 minute video presentations, 

complete with activities – a song, a phrase to think about, some simple 

meditations – for schools to download from their faith website, or sent to 

teachers direct via Dropbox”. 

 

 Why not tell us how you have been engaging with faith communities 

during the past two years? We can learn what works best from each 

other. 

 

Harry Potter – A Religious Text? 

John Granger is a speaker and writer whose principal focus is to make 

links between literature, faith and culture. He is most well known as the 

author of several books analysing J.K. Rowling's Harry Potter novels. He 

writes a weblog called ‘Hogwarts Professor’, and contributes to podcasts 

on Mugglenet. Have a look for more information. 

In, ‘How Harry Cast His Spell’, John looks at a number of themes that run 

through the Harry Potter series. This includes the conflict of Good and 

Evil, Spiritual Growth and Victory over Death. Parallels are drawn with 

the Christian Story revealing how JK Rowling’s personal faith may have 

influenced the novels. A fascinating read for teachers and Key Stage 2 

and above pupils. 

Places such as Amazon have the full selection of John’s books: 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/John-

Granger/e/B001JRXOVK%3Fref=dbs_a_mng_rwt_scns_share 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/John-Granger/e/B001JRXOVK%3Fref=dbs_a_mng_rwt_scns_share
https://www.amazon.co.uk/John-Granger/e/B001JRXOVK%3Fref=dbs_a_mng_rwt_scns_share
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 Belonging and Believing 

Independent RE Adviser, Gill Vaisey, has brought out a new set of 

Worldviews books for infant age pupils, featuring families reflecting; 

Buddhism, Christianity, Hindu Dharma, Sikhi, Judaism, Báhá’í faith, Islam 

and Humanism. These books explore the lived experience of families from 

these eight worldviews. The introduction of the new EYFS Framework for 

England, (September 2021) emphasises the place of religious education 

with explicit reference to ‘religious communities’ within the ELG – People, 

Culture and Community. The September 2020 Development Matters 

document reiterates the importance of enabling children to understand 

and appreciate the significance of religion and worldviews within our 

society. The Commission on RE Report (2018) states that “in an 

increasingly diverse society, understanding religious and non-religious 

worldviews has never been more essential than it is now.” This is all great 

news for the education of our children and supporting them to live in an 

ever increasing diverse and plural world. So, Books at Press has published 

this set of beautifully produced hardback books for learners of all ages. 

Each book focuses on a five-year-old child within the family and includes 

simple text and full page photographs to illustrate aspects of the child’s 

and family’s everyday life. For more information, go to: 

https://www.booksatpress.co.uk/ 

 

Springs Dance 

Springs Dance Company delivers RE and PSHE through dance, creative 

exploration and discussion. The curriculum linked workshops support 

children’s spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development. Many 

of our schools have already experienced one of the popular workshops 

such as: ‘A Christmas Story: Refugee’, ‘The Selfish Giant’, ‘Easter’ or ‘Get 

Fit, Go Green’. 

There are also new workshops and assemblies based on parables such as 

‘The Good Samaritan’ and ‘The Lost Coin’. 

Another recent addition involves exploring Max Lucado’s book, ‘You Are 

Special’. Pupils will follow the story of Punchinello as he struggles to fit in 

with other wooden wemmicks in the village. One day his life changes 

forever as he learns the meaning of the words ‘You are special!’.  

This creative, fun-filled dance workshop provides lots of opportunity for 

children to explore how everyone is uniquely made and tackles the big 

issues of self-worth and of how we treat others. Children will experience 

Resources 
 

https://www.booksatpress.co.uk/
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storytelling through dance linked to PSHE and Literature with an optional 

RE focus. 

The structure and length of the workshops is tailored to the needs of the 

school and age of the pupils. The Company can visit for a single day and 

teach lots of classes, or for a number of days, resulting in a sharing of 

work or a pupil performance. To book or for a chat about their work, call 

07876 752 910 or email: touring@springsdancecompany.org.uk   

 

TrueTube 

If you have not had a look at this wonderful resource, now is the time! 

The site has recently had a makeover. 

If you have used TrueTube in the past you will be asked to register again 

to the site. This will only take a minute. All previous data has been 

deleted. Your details will never be passed on to third parties. Registering 

on the site allows you to embed and download videos and view the 

associated files. 

Over the coming year TrueTube will be working hard to provide lesson 

plans, teachers notes and/or assembly plans for their most popular films. 

The site remains free with the aim is to continue to provide you with high 

quality, factually correct and thoughtful content.  

 

Religion and Media Centre 

The Religion and Media Centre offers superb factsheets for various 

religious and non-religious worldviews. 

These are useful to top up subject knowledge. This website is also a great 

place to find up to date news items around the theme of religion and 

worldviews. 

Go to: https://religionmediacentre.org.uk/ 

 

ABYYT (Archbishop of York Youth Trust) Young Leaders Award 

Looking for a programme that supports pupils to develop leadership and 

character through social action? You can find out more about the Young 

Leaders Award Programme through free online sessions this term for 

both Primary and Secondary schools.  

ABYYT believe that giving pupils meaningful opportunities to explore 

leadership skills and character virtues and to get involved in social action 

is key to developing young people who show confidence, resilience and 

care for others.  

For example, the KS1 Young Leaders Award, helps the youngest citizens 

explore the idea that small steps can lead to big changes. 

 

mailto:touring@springsdancecompany.org.uk
https://religionmediacentre.org.uk/
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 Pupils are introduced to the story of Gracie and her friends and are 

provided with opportunities to learn about, and put into practice, key 

leadership characteristics such as kindness, perseverance, teamwork and 

action. 

https://www.archbishopofyorkyouthtrust.co.uk/events?utm_source=email

marketing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=midterm_update_update_2

022&utm_content=2022-03-29 

ABYYT are also running ‘Introduction to Character’ Education sessions 

with input from Dr Tom Harrison at the Jubilee Centre for Character and 

Virtues. 

For more information about all the Young Leaders Awards and other 

sessions, visit www.abyyt.com 

 

Wintershall Education 

Wintershall are delighted to welcome thousands of school children to 

their performance of ‘The Life of Christ’ each year. Schools use the 

performance as a resource for RE and Values teaching and learning to 

deepen their understanding of Christianity and of the life and impact of 

Jesus. The performance also serves as a rich stimulus for history 

enquiries and spiritual development. 

The School Visit Guide will provide you with all you need to know for your 

own risk assessment. 

Wintershall Education provides an exciting collection of resources and 

outreach programmes that accompany ‘The Life of Christ’, including free 

school assemblies both in person and online.  

For more information and to make bookings go to: 

https://www.wintershall.org.uk/life-christ-school-leaders  

 

Online Mosque Visit  

A resource for RE teachers.  

Wondering how you can virtually access mosques with just a few clicks? 

As part of #VisitMyMosque campaign, the Muslim Council of Britain 

(MCB) have launched a set of online resources which includes bespoke and 

immersive 360 degrees’ virtual tours of a few selected mosques across 

the UK for RE Teachers.  

 

The MCB is also producing a guide which signposts to online resources on 

Islam to engage your students. In preparation for when COVID-19 

restrictions allow for in person out-of-school trips again, the MCB is also 

providing a guide to organising visits with mosques in your local vicinity.  

This aims to streamline the organising processes and to 

https://www.archbishopofyorkyouthtrust.co.uk/events?utm_source=emailmarketing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=midterm_update_update_2022&utm_content=2022-03-29
https://www.archbishopofyorkyouthtrust.co.uk/events?utm_source=emailmarketing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=midterm_update_update_2022&utm_content=2022-03-29
https://www.archbishopofyorkyouthtrust.co.uk/events?utm_source=emailmarketing&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=midterm_update_update_2022&utm_content=2022-03-29
http://www.abyyt.com/
https://www.wintershall.org.uk/life-christ-school-leaders
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increase the confidence of RE Teachers in delivering high quality 

educational and interactive experience for students. Online resources will 

be published on the #VisitMyMosque official webpage: 

www.visitmymosque.org upon completion of the project. For any queries, 

email visitmymosque@mcb.org.uk  

Or contact: Sakinah Abdul Aziz - Project Coordinator, PO Box 57330, 

London E1 2WJ. Phone: 020 7492 4986 

 

Learn from Each Other 

Many thanks to Alison Dady, RE Lead from All Saints Primary School who 

told me of all the wonderful ideas and resources that she has found by 

following two online groups. They are: 

REspect: The Subject Community for RE Professionals 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/212329012138235/about/ 

Primary RE - for everyone teaching RE in Primary Schools 

https://www.primaryresources.co.uk/ 

Thank you, Alison, hopefully others will find the information useful. 

 

Please remember to let me know if you have a favourite resource. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.visitmymosque.org/
mailto:visitmymosque@mcb.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/212329012138235/about/
https://www.primaryresources.co.uk/
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This term the ‘Good Practice’ write up comes to us from Sandy Ettridge, 

who is working alongside Stanion Primary School. You will remember that 

we have heard of previous fantastic work at the school. Sandy tells us: 

 

“We have been working on a really inspirational Spirituality Project at 

Stanion, and we thought that you would like to hear about it. It has 

involved the whole school as well as the wider community and it has also 

deepened the links with St Peter’s Church as Reverend Heather has 

continued to be so involved. The Ethos Committee were central to the 

planning of this project - they have become a very established group 

within school, planning with the SLT, the Church and actively involving the 

Church Council (nine pupils from the school). 

 

One of the SIAMS development points for the school was to ‘Develop a 

clear definition of spirituality that enables the spiritual development of 

pupils. This should demonstrate a Stanion approach to education that 

includes the school’s Christian aims, values and mindful learning 

behaviours.’  

We felt that the work that we undertook together really developed our 

understanding of spiritual development and its importance within every 

activity and approach. The Mary Hawes materials were a very useful 

starting point, and from that we developed a ‘Stanion’ approach that has 

really enabled the spiritual development of all of us - adults and children. 

We have shared the work through Collective Worship, in the classrooms 

and we have also displayed pupil responses within two beautiful books in 

the library. The shared prayer is going to be written out, and displayed in 

classrooms and around the school. I have written up the project, and we 

thought it might be useful to share as so many of the activities could be 

used or adapted by other schools. Reverend Heather’s activities in the 

church were really thought-provoking, and she used some of the 

responses from the children in her Sunday service. 

All in all, the project has been rewarding for all of us and we felt that it 

was really important to share it - we hope you enjoy reading about it”. 

 

 

 

 

Sharing Good Practice 
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At Stanion Church of England Primary School we have recognised the 

importance of supporting our children to grow and flourish spiritually. We 

have looked at specific ways that we can support the spiritual growth of 

our children and we began by considering what spirituality means to each 

of us. Defining spirituality proved challenging for all of us! However, we 

all agreed that spirituality involved an awareness of something greater 

than ourselves. We also recognised that it involved moments and 

experiences of awe and wonder in our own lives and in the wider world, 

and involved connection and reflection. We shared some definitions of 

spirituality, as well as attempting our own: 
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Our children considered what spirituality means to them by engaging in 

activities, experiences and reflection at home, at school and at church. 

The children responded with such creativity and thoughtfulness, and 

engaged in conversations with their families as well as their friends, 

teachers, governors and our vicar. It felt important that they had the 

opportunity to share their responses, so these were put together in a 

book for all to enjoy. 

We agreed that Spirituality can involve those ‘wow’ moments of awe and 

wonder but that sometimes ‘ow’ moments can also lead to spiritual growth 

as we strive to mend things to make them stronger and more beautiful. 

We all recognised the importance of being present ‘in the moment’- times 

that we refer to as ‘now’ moments. 

Spirituality also involves increasing our understanding of ourselves and 

our connections with others, as well as seeing and relating to the physical 

and creative world. We also recognised that it involves relating to, and 

increasing our understanding of, those experiences that are outside the 

‘every day’. 

No wonder it was hard to put into words! Many of us expressed our 

spiritual understanding in pictures and together our responses have 

enabled us all to show a greater depth of understanding of what it means 

to grow and develop spiritually. Our shared family and community 

responses have been collected together in a book for all to share. Here is 

a small selection: 
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The school continued to work in close partnership with the Church of St 

Peter’s and the vicar, Heather Lowe. Heather talked to the children about 

spirituality during Collective Worship, and explained the significance of a 

range of activities that the children would experience within the church 

building, with the focus on spiritual development. 

Every class of children enjoyed some very special activities within the 

church building, and they had the opportunity to experience spirituality in 

so many different ways. 

We could try all the activities - or focus on just a few. The important 

thing was that we had the opportunity to experience wow moments, ow 

moments and now moments - and reflect on the impact of all of these in 

enabling our spiritual growth. 

Heather’s thoughtful planning ensured that the spirituality became more 

relevant and meaningful for everyone - adults and children. 

 

“After going to church I felt calm and peaceful. It made me think that 

spiritual moments happen in everyday things, like watching things grow 

and looking at nature.” 

“I felt that I have more understanding of how to be calm, and to think of 

things that would help me if I am feeling a bit worried.” 

“I enjoyed all the activities and they all made me think of things in 

different ways. It made me think of bigger things than me.” 

 

As adults, we were also encouraged to think about spirituality in so many 

different ways: 

“Spirituality is very personal to each of us and we have all been on a very 

special journey. Our time in Church and in School has enabled us to 

immerse ourselves in the experiences planned by Heather and Sandy, 

rather than focussing on an outcome; being able to enjoy the 'Now' gave 

the children the opportunity to reflect and come up with some very 

insightful comments and questions. Our children make me proud every day 

and although we haven't come up with a specific definition of Spirituality, 

we have learnt that there is no right or wrong answer. We have all grown 

spiritually through the process, deepening our awareness and 

understanding. A truly special experience!” (Amanda de Choisy, Chair of 

Governors) 

 

Heather herself was so impressed with the way that the children 

responded, and used some of their responses within the Sunday sermon 

that week.  
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She also confirmed the positives of such close church-school 

partnerships for all involved. 

“It was a wonderful opportunity to have the children in the church and 

for them to have some time pondering prayer and spirituality in different 

ways.” 

 

‘’The children and staff have thoroughly enjoyed our Spirituality project 

and have gained a deeper understanding of Spirituality.  Having spoken 

with the children, they all value the experiences offered to them both in 

church and in school.  Revd Heather, Sandy Ettridge and the ethos 

committee have all worked hard to provide memorable learning 

opportunities for our children to grow and develop their appreciation of 

our wonderful world.’’ (Wayne Jones, Head Teacher) 

 

Some of the activities are outlined below: 

PLANTING SEEDS 

‘Keep them warm and in the light. Keep them damp. What do you 

hope for as you watch them grow? How does it make you feel?’ 

Responses from the children included: 

“There is something wonderful about watching things grow. As I planted 

seeds I wondered about what they would be. I felt curious. I always feel 

thankful for plants and flowers.” 

 

REFLECTION 

As well as planting seeds, the children took a paper bulb to write on: 

‘Take a paper bulb to write on. Ask God to help someone you know or 

a country where you know people are struggling. You can ask God to 

make things better or make you better. Sometimes prayers take a 

long time to be answered. Sometimes they may not be answered as 

we would like. But God is always with us as well as with the person we 

are praying about.  
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Give your request to God by planting it in the sand.’ 

We let the sand run through our fingers as we ‘planted’ the bulbs. This 

made us feel calmer and more peaceful, “It felt like God was listening.” 

 

CELTIC KNOTS 

Celtic knots are special shapes, created using just one thread. You can’t 

tell where the knot begins and ends. This reminds us that God has no 

beginning and no end. 

‘With your finger see if you can trace the patterns. You will see that 

the designs are continuous and also complicated.’ 

“This activity showed me that God’s love goes on and on and on.” 

“God’s love goes on for ever. It never ends.” 

“It made me feel happy and calm inside. It’s really good to feel loved, and 

to know that God loves me all the time.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FEELING THANKFUL, FEELING CONNECTED 

The children wrote onto colourful flowers, sharing all the things that 

they were grateful for. They folded in the leaves and placed the flowers 

on water. They watched as the petals opened: 

“Our flowers opened up and our thanks went to God.” 

“It made me think about how important it is to say thank you.” 

“I felt lucky to have so many things to say ‘Thank you’ for. It’s lucky 

because all the things I love most are with me every day. Sometimes you 

just forget to notice.” 
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WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO ASK GOD? 

The children thought about questions that they would like to ask God if 

they had the chance: 

 

 

BEAUTY IN NATURE 

We had all recognised the importance of appreciating the beauty of 

nature as part of our spiritual growth. In this activity, the children 

looked specifically at the beauty of snowflakes. The children were 

reminded that the beauty of nature is unique and special, with every 

snowflake a beautiful crystal- and no two the same. As the children made 

their own snowflakes, they reflected on the amazing patterns in nature. 

“If everything was the same it would feel ordinary.” 

“Each and every snowflake is unique. That is so interesting and 

incredible.” 

“It’s like us. It shows we are all different and that we are all special and 

unique.” 

“I love finding patterns in Nature. Sometimes we forget to see the 

amazing things that are all around us.” 

 

 

 

PRAYER BRACELETS 
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‘As we thread the different coloured beads we are going to think or 

pray about different things or people. We will do this thoughtfully 

and see what comes into our minds. The bracelet we will make can be 

used to help us pray today and every day.’ 

“My bracelet helps me to pray.” 

“I like that I can just pray in my head. I don’t have to say anything out 

loud, but it’s still a prayer.” 

 

IT’S NOT FAIR 

Sometimes we can grow spiritually by the way we respond to things that 

are wrong. We thought about some things that don’t seem fair and we 

wrote these onto the graffiti wall. We thought about the way we could 

respond to some of things that we have identified. 

“Racism is not fair.” 

“It isn’t fair that people go hungry.” 

“It’s not fair that someone has toys and 

the other doesn’t.” 

“It’s not fair that some people are mean 

to others who have less.” 

 

 

The children also had the opportunity to reflect quietly and calmly, with 

light as an inspiration. There were lights on the altar and around the 

church, offering the children and adults the opportunity to reflect and 

focus on NOW. 

 

The experiences in Church led to so many thoughtful responses within 

school, and adults and children reflected on the impact of our 

understanding of spirituality within our daily lives. As a school, we planned 

a range of further activities to enable our children’s spiritual growth to 

continue. We shared the ‘wows’, ‘ows’ and ‘nows’ that we experience within 

our lives and reflected further about this within school. 

 

Our youngest children looked at the ‘wow’ of our wonderful environment, 

and created some wow moments of their own! 

 

 

WO

W… 
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They created ‘magic’ pictures for everyone to enjoy and share. We all said 

‘WOW!’ and decided to be more aware of the nature around us- and 

create some magic pictures of our own. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Key Stage 1, the children focussed on those ‘ow’ moments, where our 

spiritual journey is about healing when things go wrong. We talked about 

how broken things can be fixed so that they are even more beautiful than 

before, as in the art of Kentsugi pottery. We also referred to the broken 

pots in Jeremiah, which looked so beautiful when the light shone through 

the cracks. Our children created their own beautiful pictures and candle 

holders from broken and ripped pictures. We think they looked even more 

beautiful than before. 

 

“Everything can get broken. The important thing is to love each other and 

help to put things right. Then it can be even stronger and better.” 

 

Our children in Years 3 and 4 responded thoughtfully to ‘wow’, ‘ow’ and 

‘now’ statements, and thought about their relevance within their own lives. 

We shared all of their responses within the shared book and within 

Collective Worship. 
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Our oldest children thought about ways to define what spirituality means 

to each of us, by reflecting on the wow, ow and now moments in our 

everyday lives. The response of every child showed the depth of their 

spiritual understanding, and we have shared all the responses in our 

‘Spirituality’ book. We will use these poems, prayers and reflections as 

part of our spiritual journey within school, and we will share them 

together in Collective Worship as part of this. 

We have combined some of their responses to create a reflective 

overview of what Spirituality means to us at Stanion Church of England 

Primary School: 

 

Mysterious God 

Most of the time we can explain what happens in the world by science  

But sometimes we may see a glimpse of something beyond:  

The joy of seeing a sparkling rainbow growing in the sky,  

The excitement of going to school every day, wondering what we will 

learn,  

The delight of watching things grow, live happily and flourish. 

 

  

“It felt important to think about things that 
were special in my life right now.” 
“I thought about ways I could make the world 
a better place and it has made me think of 
lots of things I can do to help.” 
“Small things can make a difference- to us” 
and to others.” 
“It made me think about the importance of 
every moment.” 
“We should always try to make the best of 
everything that we have.” 
“We are all unique and special and our world 
is a unique and special place.” 
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In these wow moments, help us to be aware of something greater 

than ourselves. 

Finding understanding through reflection and prayer. 

 

Comforting God,   

Most of the time we feel safe and secure  

But sometimes life can be difficult and painful  

The emotion of knowing that you need to keep going even when you 

are at your lowest, 

The sadness of losing a loved one, 

The bravery to step into the darkness and to face your fears. 

In these ow moments, help us to be brave in the way we look after 

ourselves and others,  

Seeking support through reflection and prayer. 

  

Constant God,  

Most of the time we are busy running or learning or playing,  

But sometimes it’s good simply to be in the moment, 

To think about NOW 

The quiet of lying in a field of flowers that never ends, looking at 

the evening sky, 

The peace of falling snow, lying in my bed under a blanket of calm. 

The chance to help myself and others so that happiness is 

everywhere. 

In these now moments, help us to enjoy each moment, 

Finding happiness through reflection and prayer. 

 

 

Throughout this project we have all enjoyed reflecting, sharing and 

growing together in our understanding and awareness of the importance 

of spiritual growth. We have not arrived at a precise definition as we 

believe that every individual response is valuable. We have arrived at a 

shared understanding through the depth of the work that we have done 

within our school and wider community. We all agree that Stanion Church 

of England Primary School values and supports spiritual growth and that 

this is an integral part of the flourishing of every member of our 

community. 

 

I only have one thing to add – WOW!! 

Thank you Sandy, Wayne and all the pupils and adults involved from 

Stanion CE School. 


