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The Peterborough Diocese Cranmer Awards are being held at Croughton Village Hall, Wheeler’s Rise, Croughton, Northamptonshire, NN13 5ND. They will begin at 1pm on Saturday 25th October 2025. Please arrive in good time before the start. Winners of the Junior (aged 11-14) and Senior (15-18) classes will be entered into the National Final being held at Hampton Court Palace on the 28th February 2026. The completed Entry Form must be returned to the Rev. G. Frost (via email: rev@gfrost.name) by no later than the 18th October 2025.

Name:
Age:                                                                        Date of Birth:
Entrants will be placed into three classes. Seniors: those aged 15-18 years by 1st February 2026. Juniors: Those aged 11-14 by 1st February 2026. Beginners: Those under 11 years of age. Each class will have a 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place award, with a cash prize of £50, £30, and £20 respectively. 

Contact Details:

We need to be able to contact you in the unlikely event of the Cranmer awards being postponed or cancelled. In the event of your being awarded a trophy we will also need to be able to contact you to arrange for its return ahead of next year’s awards.

Passage/passages to be read:




Entrants are to read from the 1662 edition of the Book of Common Prayer. This should last for between 3-5 minutes. Entrants may choose any section or sections of the Book of Common Prayer to read.



Some Notes on the Cranmer Awards:
The Book of Common Prayer 
The Book of Common Prayer is the traditional service book of the Church of England, and is central to its faith. Compiled in the sixteenth century by Thomas Cranmer, and modified in 1662, the Prayer Book remains at the heart of our worship, and is the official doctrinal standard of the Church of England, as well as of most other Churches in the worldwide Anglican Communion. The Prayer Book has been familiar to generations of men and women for their regular Sunday worship and to make holy the principal events of their lives, births, marriages and deaths. It has been and continues to be loved for its wonderful language, dignified and memorable, but always speaking to our human condition. Phrases from it have come into everyday use and have been quoted in literature. “Till death us do part”, “read, mark, learn and inwardly digest”, “peace in our time”. After the Authorised (King James) Version of the Bible, the BCP is the most frequently cited book in the Oxford Dictionary of Quotations, and is one of the guiding influences on our language and the basis of religious expression in this nation. The Collects, the special prayers for every week and season, are not hard to memorise and often express devotion that we cannot readily put into words. But far more important is its safeguarding of sound Christian doctrine. No book of services is based more closely on the teaching of the Bible, with words often drawn directly from biblical passages
Preparation of Candidates and the Rules 
Candidates may enter as individuals, or be entered by their school or church. The Peterborough Diocese heats of the Cranmer Awards are open to anyone aged 18 and under. Candidates are required to present their own choice of passages from the 1662 BCP. The presentation should be not less than three minutes and not more than five minutes duration. The chosen passages should be spoken in a manner appropriate for a church service. A form of dramatization should be discouraged. The finals have no microphones.
Advice to Candidates 
Suggested selection of suitable passages: A selection from Morning or Evening Prayer or Holy Communion. One or more of the Psalms. The Collect, Epistle and/or Gospel for any Sunday or Holy Day. Any suitable passages from the Catechism, Special Prayers and Thanksgivings, the Litany, Commination, Forms of Prayer to be used at Sea. If you are not sure that your chosen passages are appropriate, please contact any member of the clergy or the Diocesan organiser. The chosen passages must be introduced in an appropriate manner: - e.g. Psalm 100 - Jubilate Deo; The Order for Evening Prayer - A General Confession; The First Sunday in Lent; The Collect. 
An Epistle should be introduced: “The Epistle is written in the … chapter of … beginning at the … verse”. Concluding with, “Here endeth the Epistle”. When a portion of scripture is appointed for an Epistle that is not of an Epistle, it should be introduced as: “The portion of Scripture appointed for the Epistle is written in the … chapter of … beginning at the … verse”. Concluding with, “Here endeth the Epistle”. The Gospel should be introduced: “The Holy Gospel is written in the … chapter of … beginning at the … verse”. The Gospel has no closing words. If you are uncertain, read the rubric carefully and if still in doubt ask any member of the clergy.
image1.png
THE CRANMER AWARDS




image2.png




image3.png




