


Dear Friends 

Thank you for your support. The Generation to Generation Project is half-way through the 6 
years of grant funding. We are delighted with the progress in reaching new children as well as 
the evidence of culture change within the Diocese of Peterborough and 
beyond.  

It is a special highlight for this year, that some of our activities are 
becoming a benchmark in children and youth work nationally. Our work 
on Action for Happiness clubs in schools has been recognised by the 
national organisation, Hope Together, who are working to create 
resources that can be used to strengthen mental health in primary 
schools. The work of our Mission Enabler Claire Reetz has been included 
on The National Institute of Christian Education Research, (NICER) latest 
research, looking into best practice in running toddler groups. 

Whilst 2021 was a difficult year due to the restrictions imposed by the 
Covid-19 pandemic, loss of income and key personnel. It is exciting to 
see how our work with young people has developed. This is due to the 
passion and commitment of our Mission Enablers and the Diocese Gen2 
team who give ‘above and beyond’ on many occasions.  

We recognize 3 core themes for the project’s next stage: Innovation, 
Replication and Sustainability. 

Innovation. Mission Enablers are piloting new ways of working with 
children and young people in order to engage with the changing needs 
of younger generations. 

Replication. We are supporting more churches and volunteers to 
engage with children and young people, and to adopt new ways of 
working.  

Sustainability. It is our vision to leave a long-lasting legacy of valuing 
and prioritizing young people within the Diocese of Peterborough.  We 
are creating Deanery Steering Groups and securing future funding for 
youth mission. 

We are stepping out in faith to experiment with new ideas and new ways 
to reach groups outside the church, forming fresh expressions of 
ministry and church as we go.  

I am immensely grateful to all involved with the project across 
the diocese and especially to our Project Board members, 
Mission Enablers and their supervisors for  supporting the 
development of the project at every stage.  

 

Canon Dr. Peter White 
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 TOWCESTER 
MISSION ENABLER—CLAIRE REETZ 

Claire is in her 3rd year of training at CMS, Oxford. In her base 

parish Towcester, she runs the children and families work 

directly supporting 5 churches as well interdenominationally 

producing assemblies for schools. She leads a new “Churches 

Together” group in Towcester, offering practical support for 

children’s work.  

Thanks to Claire’s work over the past three years her benefice has reached over 1,000 children, 

including 245 who had no connections to the church. Her line manager Rev. Paula Challen shared the 

following “With Claire’s help we have seen an increase in the number of families coming to our church, 

and feeling part of the church. She has encouraged the church family to get alongside parents and 

carers of our toddler group. There is intergenerational support and care, this has been crucial for when 

families had difficult times, such as bereavements. It also meant that we have had couples we married, 

coming back for Baptisms and attending family services”. 
 

We are delighted that Claire’s vision has meant she was asked by the National Institute of Christian 

Education Research (NICER) to share her best practice in running toddler groups in a research which will 

be shared nationally. Our vision is that Claire’s gifts will be used more widely during her training, 

supporting not only her current parish, but other churches within the Towcester Deanery who want to 

reach children and families.  
 

For more information about Claire or the support available for your church through the Gen2 Project, please email our 

Project Coordinator, Monica Isaacs at monica.isaacs@peterborough-diocese.org.uk. 
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PROJECT AIMS 

 

 

The two strands of the project are  

 To change the culture within parish churches to encourage and equip clergy and lay leaders to 

prioritise ministry with children and young people and to include them in the whole life of the 

church. 

 To invest in high quality children and youth missioners to develop patterns of innovative and 

effective outreach and discipleship amongst young people that can be replicated elsewhere.  

We have recruited and trained 6 “Mission Enablers” to work across 6 mission areas within 

Peterborough Diocese. Our aim is that they will offer long-term support to churches beyond 

the project life-time. 

 

As a Trailblazer diocese for the Growing Faith Adventure,  

we are working to develop innovative ministry in the  

intersections between school, church, and home. 



 

2020 – 2021: HEADLINES 

PEOPLE & CULTURE CHANGE 

6 Mission Enablers selected: 4 Trainees, 2 Employed 

80% of recruited clergy has either qualifications or experience in C&Y 

77% of clergy actively involved in serving their local schools 

IMPACT 

23 
Churches directly supported by 

Mission Enablers 

2 
Training Courses: Children 

Ministry Certificate (CMC) & 
Youth Ministry Certificate (YMT) 

1,078 
New children 

reached since 

2018 

2 
Nationally recognized activities: 

Action for Happiness Clubs & 
Towcester Toddler Group 

AREAS OF WORK 
 

 Children & Families 

 Youth 

 Intergenerational Ministry 

 Outdoor/Forest Church 

 Faith at School 

 Faith at Home  

 Fresh 

Expressions 

 

OVERALL 

787 
New children & 

young people 

involved in 

outreach 

groups. 

61 
New children & 

young people 

attending 

discipleship 

groups 

10 
Outdoor Church 

Gatherings Facilitated 

-  Events attracting up 

to 70 new people. 



MEET OUR MISSION ENABLERS 

Emma has just started in her full-time position in Corby Deanery, and is completing her 

studies part-time at Cliff College. Her ministry is centred on Toddler groups and support to 

young parents, as well as leading church groups for children. She has been involved in her 

local school, leading collective worship and supporting staff. She is connecting with new 

parents and children in a newly built area in the parish. 

Claire is in her 3rd year of training at CMS, Oxford. In her base parish, Claire runs the 

children and families work and works works interdenominationally producing assemblies 

for schools. She leads a new “Churches Together” group in Towcester, offering practical 

support for children’s work. Claire is also working with two other parishes to encourage 

children and families’ work. She offers training to clergy and lay members through the 

Diocese Children’s Ministry Certificate.  

Towcester Deanery — Claire Reetz 

Corby Deanery — Emma Kirby 

Sam started his role in May 2021 after graduating from Ridley Hall the previous year, 

having started as a trainee on the Diocese Xpect Youth Ministry Apprenticeship. He is 

leading a youth group at Peterborough Cathedral, developing a new meeting space for 

young people, supporting school engagement and leading ‘City Praise’. Sam co-leads an 

ecumenical hub for youth workers in the City and is supporting churches in the deanery to 

develop their youth work. 

Peterborough Deanery — Sam Higgins 

Sarah is in her second year of studying youth ministry at Cliff College. In her base parish of 

Wollaston, she is running various outreach groups, discipleship groups, lunch time clubs, 

virtual youth groups and parenting courses for parents of teenagers. Sarah is also 

supporting 3 other churches and planning a joint church residential while learning to run 

therapeutic groups for young people. 

Wellingborough Deanery — Sarah Howes 

Nat is in her second year of youth ministry at Ridley Hall, Cambridge. In Rutland and 

Whissendine, she has launched  new intergenerational services, an after-school club in the 

primary school, youth groups and prayer groups. Nat  is helping various benefices to come 

together to start something new, sharing resources, funding and volunteers. Nat is 

passionate about the outdoors and has supported the launch of forest churches in the 

deanery. These are being successful at reaching non-church goers, some attracting over 70 

people. 

Rutland Deanery — Nat Stiles 

Lizzie is in her 3rd year of studies at Ridley Hall, Cambridge. Lizzie focuses on youth work 

and leads several groups for different ages of young people. She works in a secondary 

school and helps lead an ecumenical after-school drop-in in Rushden. 

Lizzie is setting up deanery events for young people. She is supporting clergy to explore 

what youth work might look like in their parishes.   

Higham Deanery—Lizzie Moesbauer 


