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Our worship is led by Bishop John

Gathering

The Lord be with you

And also with you

The morning has passed and these days lie open before us

Let us pray with one heart and mind

As we rejoice in the gift of this time together
So may the light of your presence

Set our hearts on fire with love for you

Now and for ever.

Amen

Hymn

Love divine, all loves excelling,
joy of heav'n to earth come down,
fix in us Thy humble dwelling;
all Thy faithful mercies crown!
Jesu, Thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love Thou art;
visit us with Thy salvation;

enter every trembling heart.



Come, Almighty to deliver;
let us all Thy life receive;
suddenly return and never,
nevermore Thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,
serve Thee as Thy hosts above;
pray, and praise Thee without ceasing,

glory in Thy perfect love.

Finish then, Thy new creation;
pure and spotless let us be;
let us see Thy great salvation
perfectly restored in Thee.
Changed from glory into glory,
till in heav'n we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before Thee,

lost in wonder, love, and praise.

Charles Wesley (1747)
Tune: Blaenwern

The Word of God

Psalm 15

1 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? ¢
Who may rest upon your holy hill?

2 Whoever leads an uncorrupt life ¢
and does the thing that is right;



3 Who speaks the truth from the heart ¢
and bears no deceit on the tongue;

4 Who does no evil to a friend ¢
and pours no scorn on a neighbour;

5 In whose sight the wicked are not esteemed, ¢
but who honours those who fear the Lord.

6 Whoever has sworn to a neighbour ¢
and never goes back on that word,;

7 Who does not lend money in hope of gain, ¢
nor takes a bribe against the innocent;

8 Whoever does these things ¢
shall never fall.

Glory to the Father and to the Son
And to the Holy Spirit;

As it was in the beginning is now
And shall be for ever. Amen

Exodus 3:1-12

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of
Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness and came to Mount
Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the LORD appeared to
him in a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing,
yet it was not consumed. Then Moses said, “| must turn aside and look
at this great sight and see why the bush is not burned up.” When

the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of
the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here | am.” Then he said,
“Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the place on
which you are standing is holy ground.” He said further, “I am the God of
your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.



Then the LORD said, “| have observed the misery of my people who are
in Egypt; | have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, |
know their sufferings, and | have come down to deliver them from the
Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and spacious
land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the
Jebusites. The cry of the Israelites has now come to me; | have also
seen how the Egyptians oppress them. Now go, | am sending you to
Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.” But Moses
said to God, “Who am | that | should go to Pharaoh and bring the
Israelites out of Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you, and this shall be the
sign for you that it is | who sent you: when you have brought the people
out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.”

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Response

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here;
Come bow before him now with reverence and fear:
In him no sin is found - we stand on holy ground.

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here.

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around;
He burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned:
How awesome is the sight - our radiant King of light!

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around.



Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place;
He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace -
No work too hard for him. In faith receive from him.

Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place.

David Evans (b.1957) © 1986 worshiptogether.com

In the silence
we lay aside all that may hinder us

from encountering God afresh.

O thou who camest from above
the fire celestial to impart,
kindle a flame of sacred love

on the mean altar of my heart!

There let it for thy glory burn
with inextinguishable blaze,
and trembling to its source return

in humble prayer and fervent praise.

Jesus, confirm my heart's desire
to work, and speak, and think for thee;
still let me guard the holy fire,

and still stir up the gift in me.



Ready for all thy perfect will,
my acts of faith and love repeat;
till death thy endless mercies seal,

and make the sacrifice complete.
Charles Wesley (1762)

Prayers

Our Conference Prayer
(Rowan Williams - Canon Precentor)

Loving and challenging God,

our hearts burn within us when we meet you on the road:
help us to keep the flame of your presence alight in the world,
and resource us for the journey of ministry,

that we may serve your people with joy and hope

as we work together for your kingdom on earth;

through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ

Amen.

A prayer from Bishop Stopford School
(Year 7 pupil)

Dear God

| pray for the church leaders

that God many guide them;

And for all people around the world -

old and young, poor and rich, sick and well

that God may guide and protect and care for them.

Amen



Conference Collect
(for Trinity 15)

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit

upon your Church in the burning fire of your love:

grant that your people may be fervent

in the fellowship of the gospel

that, always abiding in you,

they may be found steadfast in faith and active in service;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and for ever.

Amen.



Hymn

Come, living God, when least expected,
when minds are dull and hearts are cold,
through sharpening word and warm affection
revealing truths as yet untold.

Break from the tomb in which we hide you
to speak again in startling ways;
break through the words in which we bind you
to resurrect our lifeless praise.

Come now, as once you came to Moses
within the bush alive with flame;
or to Elijah on the mountain,
by silence pressing home your claim.

So, let our minds be sharp to read you
in sight or sound or printed page,
and let us greet you in our neighbours,
in ardent youth or mellow age.

Then, through our gloom, your Son will meet us
as vivid truth and living Lord,
exploding doubt and disillusion
to scatter hope and joy abroad.

Then we will share his radiant brightness,
and, blazing through the dread of night,
iluminate by love and reason,
for those in darkness, faith’s delight.

Music: Spiritus Vitae
Text: Alan Gaunt (b.1935) © 1991,
Stainer & Bell Ltd, London



Conclusion

Let us bless the Lord

Thanks be to God.
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