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Artificial Intelligence: Training and Support Resources (DfE) 

The Department for Education has published a suite of guidance and 

practical tools to help schools implement AI safely and responsibly. The 

webpages are a bit spread out, so I’ve listed them all in one place here: 

https://www.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/dfeai   

The DfE says that ‘schools and colleges can set their own rules on AI 

use, as long as they follow legal requirements around data protection, 

child safety, and intellectual property.’ In some ways that seems fair 

enough, but personally I think the sector actually needs much more 

direction. 

For example, the blog post says that it is up to schools whether pupils are 

allowed to use AI, but also reminds teachers that they must ‘[make] sure 

students stick to age restrictions—many AI tools are 18+.’ So, mostly 

that’s a no then? 

Free certified AI assessment (Chartered College of Teachers) 

The Chartered College of Teaching is offering a free certified assessment 

for school staff to evidence their understanding of artificial intelligence in 

education. To complete it, teachers and leaders first watch the DfE’s 

guidance and training materials which cover safe, ethical and effective AI 

use in schools. They then complete an assessment to demonstrate their 

learning. This is a valuable CPD opportunity for staff developing 

informed, responsible approaches to AI in education. 

Find more information here: https://chartered.college/safe-and-effective-

use-of-ai-in-education/ 

(Free Webinar) Actionable Intelligence: AI in European Schools (Dan 

Fitzpatrick) 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk%2Fc%2FeJyEkM2q2zAQhZ_G3pQYeTxS7IUWLW2g6z6A0c_YmRtbciX5hrx9aX6glEu7PN85cwaO2bYxmJX0xbwZy4dcYqIpxVDyYUvR765wDLXXHuVgRU26PUohJA6qr2k1vIyeFn6ndBvZ6w4kKmhx6F4uew2tlAqPfQ9PtlLOZqax3DbSD2RTNN6ZXJ6RRDnuydGH95l-7hQe5gvt9t727bf68lfZR85ZAxB2E052spMy6KxqB6sQlfHSkB1q1iBACtUqoQBQNr6XnUS002A9oIAKxeXNrk02E827SZ7DzCG7c4xLblxs9ku96HMpW666zxWcKjhdr9d_5Ss4-YkM16-NMgVPafRxNRz0f98lvVGh1DgTykK3CsVd25jiPp8PnqOjTE1M8z1NjjemUB4zD9gKbPuuzlyey-NRtqKXUBf9gwt9-v61gu4P_K7hVwAAAP__w9jFLA&data=05%7C02%7Cpeter.cantley%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C014b7ac0f3974a5b302608ddac9e37e3%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638856517735053163%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HyikrdPg7%2BqVrH8OxLwn76ExJk43cHB%2FXZILeW0doYU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk%2Fc%2FeJyEkcvK3DAMhZ8m2RQHx7EzzsKLlnag6z5AUCwl8T-JnfoyMG9f5gal_NClviMdxDlwHKOHncwFPmByLOUQaY7B58SOGLDY7IKv0aBUw8RrMu1Jca7k0OuadnDbiLS5K8Xb6NB0QsletHLo3qpDI1qlennSWrzYTinBQmO-HWSeaIoB0ELKr5VIKZRo6dP7RL8L-af4RmV6uP24T9_-MftMWY2YBo0zKjxhh32rB9IWSEuugGuAuXZGcKF43_a8F0KqBrXqlJTTPEwoJBeV5JePaW8SzLQUiOj84nyyawhbamxoyqXezJrzkaruayXOlTjbFWKmSNjYsG20UCXO93sGHhnNM9nsrsRKIhZmBo45zwiLhXsPlTjX7_ASeaQ4YtjBefPfP6I5KFNsLPi80a2S_DFPIYayrAxdsJSoCXF5bJN1hyOfn_kPsuWy1V2dXH5VIk-q5VqJOptfLtOXn98r0f2Fr0b8CQAA___8Gs1C&data=05%7C02%7Cpeter.cantley%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C014b7ac0f3974a5b302608ddac9e37e3%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638856517735076360%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TefgMq0Q2ZjYhD5uq5KL7QuzZfp1Yz%2FQcJBeTZOlQbw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk%2Fc%2FeJyEkcvK3DAMhZ8m2RQHx7EzzsKLlnag6z5AUCwl8T-JnfoyMG9f5gal_NClviMdxDlwHKOHncwFPmByLOUQaY7B58SOGLDY7IKv0aBUw8RrMu1Jca7k0OuadnDbiLS5K8Xb6NB0QsletHLo3qpDI1qlennSWrzYTinBQmO-HWSeaIoB0ELKr5VIKZRo6dP7RL8L-af4RmV6uP24T9_-MftMWY2YBo0zKjxhh32rB9IWSEuugGuAuXZGcKF43_a8F0KqBrXqlJTTPEwoJBeV5JePaW8SzLQUiOj84nyyawhbamxoyqXezJrzkaruayXOlTjbFWKmSNjYsG20UCXO93sGHhnNM9nsrsRKIhZmBo45zwiLhXsPlTjX7_ASeaQ4YtjBefPfP6I5KFNsLPi80a2S_DFPIYayrAxdsJSoCXF5bJN1hyOfn_kPsuWy1V2dXH5VIk-q5VqJOptfLtOXn98r0f2Fr0b8CQAA___8Gs1C&data=05%7C02%7Cpeter.cantley%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C014b7ac0f3974a5b302608ddac9e37e3%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638856517735076360%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TefgMq0Q2ZjYhD5uq5KL7QuzZfp1Yz%2FQcJBeTZOlQbw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk%2Fc%2FeJyEkE2u3CAQhE9jNtFY0AaMFywSJSNlnQNY_LRt3tjgAH6juX2U-ZGi6ClZ1lfV1VKZfR-j2VBfzJux4VRqyjjlFGs57Tn5w9WQIvHaczFYSlCzXlAq-CAVwc2EdfS4hnfMtzF43YHgEhgfupcbvAYmhOS9UvBkG5ZiZhzrbUf9QDYn450p9RnJWNKRHX54X_DngfFhvtBh723ffqsvf5V95CzaeuWEVFLB4BhYrtBaq8DQHgwz_USCBgqCSiapBOCi9Up0gnM7DdYDp9BwenmzW1vMhPNhsg9xDrG4JaW1tC61x4Wseql1L033uYFzA-fr9fqvfANn8pqnYPSYR582E6L-76esd6yYW2diXfHWcHrXNuV0zMvJh-SwYJvyfE-jC3vAWB8LD5xRzlRHSqjP0XkvGFUCSNU_QsVP37820P2B3zX8CgAA__8RVcKi&data=05%7C02%7Cpeter.cantley%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C014b7ac0f3974a5b302608ddac9e37e3%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638856517735030165%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0vYg4ArUSL3ZIvS6ayTCmqlYDi%2BBYowIfjPSgnlRMzY%3D&reserved=0


One of my favourite UK teachers in the AI world is Dan Fitzpatrick. Last 

week he and several other speakers, Matthew Wemyss, Philippa 

Wraithmell and Al Kingsley MBE, took part in an online conference. 

The 3-hour online conference aimed to demystify AI in education and 

show schools in the EU exactly what to do next. Dan says, ‘Whether 

you're clueless, curious, or already knee-deep in AI, you’ll walk away with 

strategies to lead your school with clarity, confidence, and compliance.’ 

It was a terrific watch, that I’m still listening to! The conference was free 

and has been uploaded onto YouTube 

here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ssuysr-2oc&t=781s 

If you’re interested in AI then it’s well-worth joining Dan Fitzpatrick’s The 

Sunday AI Educator email list by going to: https://www.theaieducator.io/ 

 

Whole School Online Safeguarding Course 

For the last few years, I’ve created an online video course designed to be 

viewed by large groups of staff. Most schools have used it as their 

September whole school training session. 

I’m just starting to create this year’s edition and I would be interested in 

what you thought it should include. 

You can contribute to the possible topic list here: 

https://www.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/suggestions-for-whole-school-

online-course-for-september-2025 

WATCH AN EXTRACT FROM LAST YEAR'S ONLINE COURSE 

If you’d like to book the online Whole School Safeguarding Course you 

can pre-order here: https://www.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/wssc2025 

 

Free Webinar: Strengthening Multi-Agency Safeguarding 

Work - Student Voice 

A free webinar on Working Together to Safeguard Children in Action will 

be held on Wednesday 25th June 2025 at 3.30pm. Led by Jason Tait 

(an experienced DSL) and Sam Godfrey, Director of Safeguarding and 

Attendance at Stowe Valley MAT, this session offers practical tools, case 

studies, and reflective practice to help schools and safeguarding 

professionals reduce risk and strengthen collaboration with families and 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk%2Fc%2FeJyEkcuq2zwUhZ9GnvzESFuSYw80-Esa6LgPEHTZtnViS64uCX77cnKBUg50uL61tARr6227BL2iuuoPbfwhl5hwTDGUfNhSdNUWH0PjlBNyMLRBxY6SUimGrm9w1X65OFz8DdN-8U5xkKIDJgb-dr1TwKTsxLHv4cVWzFlPeCn7huqJTIraWZ3LK5Iwx5osfvk-46-K4Wm-UTWPtu-f6ttfZV85sxplD45pzXAAOzIudT9q3lEtjHSc08YroCBpxzraAQjZul5yKYQZB-NAUCCCXj_M2mY94lR1cj5MPmQ7x7jk1sa2XptFzaVsmfD_CZwJnO_3e7vHWqrB1sb1k-hiZ8LPN8JPMue653SAaAl0hfDTsWe5eQ-WMThMFxdX7YP6599JbVgwtVaHsuBOBH1oE1Os03xwPlrM2MY0PdJo_eYxlOfmg2BUsJ432ZfXGcRRMtpLaIr66Qv-9-NEgP-Bbwp-BwAA__-AQsbQ&data=05%7C02%7Cpeter.cantley%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C014b7ac0f3974a5b302608ddac9e37e3%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638856517735098837%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZYsWNcXUzgXEMTSRmFRKHGZWCh%2Fr%2B3GhuJTT5nJMl7k%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk%2Fc%2FeJyEkM2umzAQhZ8GNlWQGWyCF160aiN13QdA_pnA3ICH2uZGefuq-ZGq6kp3Od85cxaf3bYx2hXNxb5ZR4dcOOE5cSz5sCUOuy_EsQ4mSKWdqNG0RyWEkrofalwtLWPAhd4x3UYKpgMle2il7l4pBQOtUr08DgM82Yo52wnHctvQPJBLbIO3uTwrCTPvyeOH_xl_7xgf4Qvt7r724-_17b-xj5LZnL3oHDjlxNDrTg8-yKPthWulFVorX5MBAUr0bS96AKmaMKhOSenO2gWQAiopLm9ubbI947TbFChOFLOfmZfceG72S72YuZQtV93XCk4VnK7Xa1NmtIRh97ZwaogrONUvJxljwDQGXi1F8-l8MhsWTI23sSx4q6S4344T79N8CMQeMzacpnsbPW2EsTy0atkK2Q5dnak8TcujasWgoC7mFxX88vN7Bd0_-N3AnwAAAP__4-G92Q&data=05%7C02%7Cpeter.cantley%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C014b7ac0f3974a5b302608ddac9e37e3%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638856517735121277%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VP5e0Qd23bN8gvTxvmzyc0%2BFBSqs9XVya1okm%2FKExfA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk%2Fc%2FeJyEkcuunDAMhp8GNhUomISBRRat2pG67gOMcjGQMxDTOJzRvH01N6mqjnqW_r_PlmWbbTtFs6I-mzdjQ8WZEo6JYuZqS-R3lwPF0msv1WBFibo5KCGUHLq-xNWE5eRxCe-YrqfgdQtKdtDIoX3R4DU0SnXy0PfwzFZkNhOe8nVD_YhsIuOd4fxUEjLtyeGH_Yy_d4wP-Ip2e5_241Z9-2fYR2TWzo0tAiAoi80IA1iHZuhlP3TD2IqxDBoEKNE1negApKp9r1olpR0H60EKKKQ4v9m1ZjPitJvkQ5xCZDcTLVw7qvdzueg5542L9msBxwKOl8vlf34BR96nCfl2dq5GStVlpgWrh1VRXELEytGeGO-Yccu4WkzVbdvydVvG6DGdPK0mRP3pmklvmDHVzsS84LWQ4l5bSrRPc-UDOWSsKU13G13YAsb8eM8gGyGbvi055OfH5EE1oldQZv0rZPzy83sB7V_xu4Y_AQAA__86utne&data=05%7C02%7Cpeter.cantley%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C014b7ac0f3974a5b302608ddac9e37e3%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638856517735143546%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GuXV5PG5QuTv9k4gYqhKkK1H5piyKC2xmOJirtz53jY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk%2Fc%2FeJyEkcuunDAMhp8GNhUomISBRRat2pG67gOMcjGQMxDTOJzRvH01N6mqjnqW_r_PlmWbbTtFs6I-mzdjQ8WZEo6JYuZqS-R3lwPF0msv1WBFibo5KCGUHLq-xNWE5eRxCe-YrqfgdQtKdtDIoX3R4DU0SnXy0PfwzFZkNhOe8nVD_YhsIuOd4fxUEjLtyeGH_Yy_d4wP-Ip2e5_241Z9-2fYR2TWzo0tAiAoi80IA1iHZuhlP3TD2IqxDBoEKNE1negApKp9r1olpR0H60EKKKQ4v9m1ZjPitJvkQ5xCZDcTLVw7qvdzueg5542L9msBxwKOl8vlf34BR96nCfl2dq5GStVlpgWrh1VRXELEytGeGO-Yccu4WkzVbdvydVvG6DGdPK0mRP3pmklvmDHVzsS84LWQ4l5bSrRPc-UDOWSsKU13G13YAsb8eM8gGyGbvi055OfH5EE1oldQZv0rZPzy83sB7V_xu4Y_AQAA__86utne&data=05%7C02%7Cpeter.cantley%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C014b7ac0f3974a5b302608ddac9e37e3%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638856517735143546%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GuXV5PG5QuTv9k4gYqhKkK1H5piyKC2xmOJirtz53jY%3D&reserved=0
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https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk%2Fc%2FeJyEkMuO3CAQRb_G3kRtAQYMCxaJkpGyzgdYPKptpm1wKDyt_vuoX1IUtTLLOvdUlXTtto3JrmBO9t26eMCaCxxLThUPW8lh9zXm1AYTuNCOtGDoIAgRXEvVwmrjMgZY4geUyxiD6ZngklGu-2cag2FUCMkHpdiDrYBoJxjrZQNzR65kG7zF-lAKYN6Lh5f7CL93SPfwiXZ3u_bjOn3759irZDaOKueBUi2sFE57qelAB9oz6UArIdpoGGGCSCqJZIyLLijRC87dUbvAOGENJ6d3t3ZojzDttoSYppjQzzkv2Pnc7ad2MXOtGzb914a9NeztfD7_z78aiP76uH3WhJAClDHk1cZkPv1YzAYVSudtqgtcGk5us8sl79N8CDF7QOhymW42-LhFSPXetOaUcKr6FmN9lM8HQYkSrK3mV6zw5ef3hvV_4Q_D_gQAAP__PYzEdw&data=05%7C02%7Cpeter.cantley%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C014b7ac0f3974a5b302608ddac9e37e3%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638856517735188653%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1v2OaWKBig%2F6OGvDqdulcjtbpDkoLIDoC7XHyTF8Pbc%3D&reserved=0


local authorities. This is particularly valuable for those working to protect 

young people from harm outside the home or school. 

For further information go to: 

https://www.thestudentvoice.co.uk/webinar-working-together-to-

safeguard-children-in-action-with-sam-godfrey/ 

 

Keeping Children Safe in Education September 2025 Update 

At the time of writing, there is no confirmed update on the next edition of 

Keeping Children Safe in Education (KCSIE). Several factors are 

probably contributing to the delay. These include the previous 

government’s Call for evidence in April 2024, the potential mandatory 

reporting of child sexual abuse, the growing influence of AI on 

safeguarding practice, and the ongoing progress of the Children’s 

Wellbeing and Schools Bill through Parliament. 

The previous government had suggested that the 2025 edition of KCSIE 

would be a significant update. However, last summer’s election result 

may have re-aligned those plans. 

I’ve emailed the DfE, but no response has been received so far. 

 

Question of the Week 

“Have you seen any examples of AI-generated content (e.g. fake 

messages or images) being used to target pupils? If so, how did we 

respond — and what should we be doing next?” 

Answer 

When AI-generated content is used to target pupils, schools should: 

• Treat it seriously – follow behaviour and safeguarding 

procedures. 

• Report and record – log concerns clearly, and track incidents to 

spot patterns or growing trends. 

• Support the pupil – prioritise wellbeing and involve parents if 

appropriate. 

• Investigate intent – whether harm was intended or not, address 

the impact. 

• Respond proportionately – using sanctions, education, or 

restorative work. 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femail.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk%2Fc%2FeJyEkUmO2zAQRU8jbQIKFAcNCy4SJAayzgEMDmWp2hKpkCUbvn3QHoIgaKCX9d5nkeC323aMdgVztm_WISuUMpxyilTYllPYPWGKdTBB6dHxGkzba861GruhhtXicgyw4AXy7YjBSKFVJ1o1ypfFYESrdaf6YRBPtkIpdoIj3TYwD-RyssHbQs9IhpL27OHD8wV-7xAf8oV2d9_243369t-yj8xs-mFw_Tj00oX2JL2Qlvu-73oOggcrVY1GcKF513a8E0LpJgxaaqXcaXRBKC4qxc9vbm2KPcG02xwwThiLn1NaSuNTs5_rxcxEW6nk10ocKnG4Xq8NzVBoDxDpktDDI_nuwGG0mV1TPmOcGKUJaIbMKLG_dzA_4xIyRIaR2Xs97Io0s2JXNqVwynCrxKF-fXKBGCAfQ1otRvPpe7PZgCA33kZa4FYpfp9dymmfZhYweSjQpDzd0-BxQ4j06GlULVftIOuC9KxO9brlgxY1mV9I8OXn90rIf_DFiD8BAAD___Tb3H0&data=05%7C02%7Cpeter.cantley%40peterborough-diocese.org.uk%7C014b7ac0f3974a5b302608ddac9e37e3%7C8987609ffbe24334b66495a93d80fe83%7C0%7C0%7C638856517735211002%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=a1W%2BE%2FMC%2F%2FQ9HEdYN4WZixmynap173VWz0e9MKlGEFo%3D&reserved=0
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• Review policies – ensure AI-related risks are included in all 

relevant guidance, for example, bullying, behaviour, and online 

safety policies. 

• Educate pupils – build awareness of deepfakes, fake content, 

and responsible digital behaviour. 

 

Safeguarding Report - TES 

The 2025 Tes Safeguarding Report, based on insights from nearly 2,000 

UK school staff and governors, highlights significant challenges in 

protecting students amid evolving digital risks and growing system 

pressures. Schools now account for almost 20% of referrals to children's 

social care, emphasising their central role in child protection as external 

services struggle to meet demand. 

A key concern is the rise in digital threats. The Internet Watch Foundation 

recorded a 380% increase in AI-generated child abuse imagery within a 

year, bringing new challenges such as deepfakes and online exploitation. 

Despite the introduction of the Online Safety Act 2023, schools remain 

unclear about their specific responsibilities, as legislation and guidance 

continue to develop. 

Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSLs) are under heavy pressure, 

tasked with managing complex multi-agency relationships, responding to 

fast-moving digital risks, and fulfilling safeguarding responsibilities 

alongside wider duties. The report calls for greater structural support, 

especially around collaboration and information sharing. 

There is also mounting concern about student mental health, which is 

being further impacted by online environments. Many schools feel 

unprepared to respond, pointing to the urgent need for clear strategies, 

targeted resources, and better staff training to meet these growing 

challenges. 

Key findings: 

• Monitoring Online Behaviour Outside School - 92% of school 

staff identified monitoring students' online activities outside school 

as their most significant safeguarding challenge, an increase from 

88% in 2024. 

• Inadequate Safeguarding Training - Over one-third of school 

staff rated their safeguarding training as inadequate. Additionally, 



only 48% reported receiving specific training on managing online 

safeguarding incidents. 

• Rise in AI-Generated Child Abuse Imagery - The Internet Watch 

Foundation reported a 380% increase in AI-generated child abuse 

imagery within a year, highlighting the escalating digital threats 

schools must address. 

• Mental Health Concerns - 73% of secondary school staff 

observed that mental health issues are significantly impacting 

students, indicating a pressing need for enhanced mental health 

support within schools. 

• Barriers to Effective Safeguarding - The most commonly 

reported obstacles to effective safeguarding included difficulties 

accessing external services, resistance or disengagement from 

parents, overburdened Designated Safeguarding Leads (DSLs), 

high staff turnover, and inadequate funding. 

These findings underscore the evolving complexities in safeguarding 

within educational settings, emphasizing the need for updated training, 

resources, and collaborative efforts to ensure student safety.  

Access your copy of the report by going to: https://www.tes.com/en-

gb/for-schools/content/safeguarding-report-2025 

 

Advanced Safeguarding for DSLs 

"I just wanted to say that I thought today's training was absolutely 

fantastic. By a mile it was the most engaging training I have done." 

Next live online Advanced Safeguarding Course: Wednesday 2nd 

July 2025 — Book Online LAST ONE FOR THIS ACADEMIC YEAR 

The on-demand version is available year-round and is updated regularly 

— Book Online 

Other available courses: 

• Whole School Safeguarding 2024/2025 (2 hours + break) 

Currently being updated 

• Safeguarding Refresher 

• Introduction to Cybersecurity 

• Safeguarding and AI: Risks and Rewards 

• Safeguarding for Governance 

• Safeguarding Induction for New Staff 
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• Understanding Incel Culture and the Manosphere 

Explore all our online courses at Safeguarding.Pro – with full-year access 

included. 

Until next time, keep safe! 

Andrew Hall 

Specialist Safeguarding Consultant 

Director, Success In Schools Ltd. 
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