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Changes in Pressures in the Safeguarding Sector - Research in 

Practice 

The latest report from Research and Practice is available on Safeguarding 

Pressures in the system. The mixed methods research brings rich evidence 

on the current safeguarding pressures on Children’s Services. Multiple 

housing concerns, health challenges such as delayed access to assessment 

or treatment plans, and the lasting impact of COVID-19 is impacting children, 

young people and families.  Alongside new insights into these pressures, the 

report provides data showing the real and positive impact of sustained 

investment in early help to children, young people and families in reducing 

pressures on statutory child protection and care services. If interested, 

please follow the link below:  

https://www.researchinpractice.org.uk/children/news-

views/2025/january/latest-research-shows-changes-in-safeguarding-

pressures 

 

CyberFirst Overview - National Cyber Security Centre 

CyberFirst is an excellent government programme designed to streamline 

talented young people, into a cybersecurity career. Bursaries and state 

support are available for those who apply. These include support for 

undergraduates, and thousands of free places on CyberFirst run courses 

across the country. Each activity involved in this system is designed to offer 

training with and exposure to cybersecurity issues, to make the scheme as 

useful as possible. Successful individuals will be the future first line of 

defence, in the CyberFirst world. You can get access to their developmental 
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stage guide, and their annual report from 2023 – 2024, by clicking the link 

below. The programme provides brilliant access to a potential career course 

for school leavers. 

Go to: https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/cyberfirst/overview 

CyberFirst Navigators highlights some of the most common cyber scams 

and malicious activity that a pre-teen and teenage internet user might come 

across and empowers them to make choices to keep themselves more 

secure online. 

The interactive video follows Olivia, Luca and Raheem as they navigate their 

lives online – from communicating with each other, to online gaming, to 

social media and ads. During the video, the characters are faced with 

various choices – the learner can make the choices for the character and 

watch how they play out. 

Find out more about CyberFirst Navigators for 11 -14 year olds here: 

https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/collection/cyberfirstnavigators 

 

Ofsted Confidence Review  

Occasionally I receive emails asking about resources to prepare for Ofsted 

inspections. I have never created anything specific because I don't want to 

give an impression that there is something 'special' we need to do. Secondly, 

it's all in the Keeping Children Safe in Education statutory guidance; and 

thirdly, I don't want add to anyone's workload. 

Having said all that, since the specific 'Inspecting safeguarding...' document 

was withdrawn, it occurred to me that a 'confidence' review might be helpful. 

In other words how could we reassure ourselves that we know where our 

evidence is. With this in mind, I've taken the Ofsted framework document, 

pulled out the safeguarding paragraphs and left a space to review that 

aspect and ensure it is covered somewhere. 

This is a self review to help school leaders feel confident that they 

understand the Ofsted framework. 

It is important to say that this is a confidence tool, nothing more, nothing 

less. It is designed to provide confidence and it is definitely not a checklist or 

https://email.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/c/eJyEkM2q2zAUhJ_G3pQI6Vh_XmjR0ga67gMYWTp2dGNLriQ75O3LTXKhlAtdzjdz5sDYbRuiXdFc7Zsdw6nUlHHKKdZy2nLyu6shxdYbz0U_0hYNU53qBBd91-JqwzJ4XMKB-T4Eb0CLXiroqdAv9x0ywSUDoP2LrViKnXGo9w3NE405We9sqa9IxpL27PDT-4K_d4xP8wPt46Ptx7v69k_ZZ87FCFCjQO6F5tLaSU2T7LSQWjHv2CR5GwxQEJQBpRJ6QYkCyrVVDqR2lDLZcHp9G1dS7ITzbrMPcQ6xuEtKSyEukf3aLuZS61aa7msD5wbOt9uNRFccmdNB9msDZ3cfMU8hl9rAOR2Yj4C39mOjgtFjHnxabYjmv--y2bBiJs7GuuC94fShx5TTPl9OPiSHBUnK8yONLmwBY33O3HNGOdNdW0J9Lc-VYFQLaKv5FSp--fm9ge4vfBj4EwAA___rYcON
https://email.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/c/eJyEkc_O2yAQxJ_GvlSxAINtDhxatZF67gNYy7J2-GKDCzhR3r7Kn0-qqkg9zm-GQZqFbRsDrGTO8AHWH3KJiaYUQ8mHLUW3Y_Ex1M44qbRlNRnet32rpNJtTSv4ZXS0-Aul2-idEYPSXS80U8PLvUOuZMeFYPrFVsoZZhrLbSPzRDZFcAi5vCKJctwT0tv3mX7vFJ7mJ9rto-3HXX37p-ydczISYOpBt9gjR8RJsN5qLtF23USSudobwYRiXDDWCa1Y0wsmB-hRdAMyxrtKsvOHXZsME807JOfD7EPGU4xLbjA2-7lezKmULVft10ocK3G8Xq9NwIzNHC_Nfq7EEeOy0GPmu7hZSpNPuQS4-BlKTLn-3CtTcJRGF1fwwfz362Q2KpQahFAWulWSPbSNKe7z6eB8RMrUxDQ_0oR-8xTKc3ItOZN8aOvsy-sKslecDUrUxfzyhb78_F6J9i98MeJPAAAA___UMclS


to be used as a sole audit document. Please don't use it to unnecessarily 

add to your workload (or anyone else's!) 

For members of Safeguarding.Pro, an editable MS Word version of the 

Ofsted Safeguarding Confidence Review can be downloaded here: 

https://safeguarding.pro/mp-files/ofsted-safeguarding-confidence-review-

september-2025.docx/ (You will be asked to log-in before downloading) 

If you are not currently a member of Safeguarding.Pro, you can find an 

uneditable .pdf here: https://6282.s3.eu-west-

1.amazonaws.com/Ofsted+Framework+re+Safeguarding+CONFIDENCE+R

EVIEW+January+2025+v.1.1.pdf 

To join Safeguarding.Pro, go to: https://safeguarding.pro 

 

Health Protection in Educational Settings - UK Health Security 

Agency 

Face-to-Face education is the most important ingredient in securing good 

social and educational outcomes, for children. However, in school 

environments the transmission of illnesses and infectious diseases is liable 

to be heightened. This can cause significant disruption when it occurs, with 

hundreds of pupils confined to single spaces. The UK Health Security 

Agency, has published a practical guide for staff on managing these cases. 

Their guidance covers education, those working in children and young 

people’s social care and across the secure estate. It is largely focused on 

curtailing disruption, to necessary educational activities. To read more 

please follow the link below: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-

and-other-childcare-facilities 

Downloadable posters - UK Health Security Agency 

How long should you keep your child off school - checklist poster 

Managing cases of infectious diseases in all education and childcare settings 

poster 1 

Managing cases of infectious diseases in all education and childcare settings 

poster 2 

https://email.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/c/eJyEkc-OnDAMh58GLhUomATCIYdWLVLPfQAUEsNkB-I0CdPO21fzZ6VRtdIe_f2-WI6tQ5i83lGd9ZueXZUyRVwi-ZyqEMkeJjvypVWWi2FmJaqmb_tWcDG0Je7abZPFzV0wXidnFUgxdD0MTMhneoON4F0DwIYn2zElveKUrwHVA82RtDU65acSMdERDX74PuHvA_0jfEfHfO_241Z9-6_ZR8lJIV8sDoxZJvnA5YKgheWL1VJ2bb_w0ilgIFgDjHUwCFb3wLjUvYFOGsaaruDs_DbvddILroeO1vnV-WRORFuqDdXHudzUKeeQivZrAWMB46tbh0gFjHuoFrdhKmCkJWW01atUGfKLs7f_VhEvDv9UCUPGfcZY3QasLZm_BYzl-1oTeotxsrRr59WnE0YVMGOsjfZ5w2vB2b2eKdKxnirryGDCmuJ6t9G44NDnx2UG3jDeyLZMLj-PxXvRMCmgzOqXy_jl5_cC2hd8UfAvAAD__9J41gA
https://email.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/c/eJyEkc-OnDAMh58GLhUomATCIYdWLVLPfQAUEsNkB-I0CdPO21fzZ6VRtdIe_f2-WI6tQ5i83lGd9ZueXZUyRVwi-ZyqEMkeJjvypVWWi2FmJaqmb_tWcDG0Je7abZPFzV0wXidnFUgxdD0MTMhneoON4F0DwIYn2zElveKUrwHVA82RtDU65acSMdERDX74PuHvA_0jfEfHfO_241Z9-6_ZR8lJIV8sDoxZJvnA5YKgheWL1VJ2bb_w0ilgIFgDjHUwCFb3wLjUvYFOGsaaruDs_DbvddILroeO1vnV-WRORFuqDdXHudzUKeeQivZrAWMB46tbh0gFjHuoFrdhKmCkJWW01atUGfKLs7f_VhEvDv9UCUPGfcZY3QasLZm_BYzl-1oTeotxsrRr59WnE0YVMGOsjfZ5w2vB2b2eKdKxnirryGDCmuJ6t9G44NDnx2UG3jDeyLZMLj-PxXvRMCmgzOqXy_jl5_cC2hd8UfAvAAD__9J41gA
https://email.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/c/eJyEkMFq3DAQhp_GvpQ1o5FkWQcdWtpAb4U8gJGlWa-ytuRKcmDfvmTXgVACOc73__MfPrttY7Qrmat9sVM4lZoynXOKtZy2nPzuakix9cYLqSdoyTDFFZdCat7SasMyelrCK-XbGLzBQepeoQY5HOkbZFL0DBH0wVYqxc401ttG5oGmnKx3ttSjkqmkPTv69L_Q353iI3xH-3Rf-_V2_fhv7LPkYvRZCCXVYCXXTIgeeQ-cT2QVSD_Ivg0GASUwBOhRS-gUghisctgPDoD1jYDry7R2xZ5p3m32Ic4hFndJaSmdS91-bRdzqXVr-PcGnxp8ev5Q7f7k1L67KBQ95dGn1YZovpzNZqNKuXM21oVujYD7PaWc9vly8iE5KtSlPN_b5MIWKNaHTi0YCDbwtoR6GBZKMhgkttU8h0rffv9skH_Arwb_BQAA__9eGLmg
https://email.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/c/eJyEkctu2zwQhZ-G2vwwQY5EXRZc_EpsIF0kQAO0S2NEjmzGFqmSVAz36QtfAgRFgC7nO3MOLwfneetxIn3ANxzcKuUQaYzB57SaY7CLyS74wmpbqW4QBWnZlE2pKtWVBU3ojltLR_dO8bx1VkOrurqBTqj2rl6gVFUtAUR3ZxOlhDva5vNM-oaGGNAaTPm-EimFJRr60p_o10L-Jn6gZbimrS9T_1fYV8pe27ErcSgJlWlFNZRAQM0IgyAp0da2cBoEKCFBiBo6JXgDomqxMVC3RghZs0oc3oaJJxxpt2C0zu-cT2YfwjFxE_hyKI56n_OcWPk_gw2DTQ0t8FRyWlYnSnklOU74O3g8XRwTg83LmDJZBv0m4kSnEA8M-kgM-tdP5zDoH16eN0-P6-eHNYP--_rH0_ong_4b-gXjmUF_uT2D_p1LLvlsx-Lj3xN5S3Frw4TO638-IeqZMkVu0OcjnVklrvMQYlh2-5V1wVAiHuLuuk3GzY58vlXXVVJUsi2L5PK9zapRUrQKiqxfXab_nh4ZlJ_wu4Y_AQAA__-8fdwL
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https://email.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/c/eJyEkctu2zwQhZ-G2vwwQY5EXRZc_EpsIF0kQAO0S2NEjmzGFqmSVAz36QtfAgRFgC7nO3MOLwfneetxIn3ANxzcKuUQaYzB57SaY7CLyS74wmpbqW4QBWnZlE2pKtWVBU3ojltLR_dO8bx1VkOrurqBTqj2rl6gVFUtAUR3ZxOlhDva5vNM-oaGGNAaTPm-EimFJRr60p_o10L-Jn6gZbimrS9T_1fYV8pe27ErcSgJlWlFNZRAQM0IgyAp0da2cBoEKCFBiBo6JXgDomqxMVC3RghZs0oc3oaJJxxpt2C0zu-cT2YfwjFxE_hyKI56n_OcWPk_gw2DTQ0t8FRyWlYnSnklOU74O3g8XRwTg83LmDJZBv0m4kSnEA8M-kgM-tdP5zDoH16eN0-P6-eHNYP--_rH0_ong_4b-gXjmUF_uT2D_p1LLvlsx-Lj3xN5S3Frw4TO638-IeqZMkVu0OcjnVklrvMQYlh2-5V1wVAiHuLuuk3GzY58vlXXVVJUsi2L5PK9zapRUrQKiqxfXab_nh4ZlJ_wu4Y_AQAA__-8fdwL
https://email.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/c/eJyEkM2K3DAQhJ_GvoQxrbZkWwcdEpKBnPMAQ1vq9WjHlhRJXpi3D_OzsISFvam-KlVDUUqnQBubC73S7A-lxswvOYZaDilHt9vqY2idcVLpGVo2YuzHXkml-5Y38uvJ8erfOF9P3hmclB5G1KCmp3uDQslBIIJ-so1LoYVP9ZrYPNCcIzlLpT4jmUvcs-VP_xf-u3N4mO9on-9tv27qx39lnzlnA06jFihonKdBKBqkQOlYCwWIbqbWGwRUIBBgQK2gGxHkRKPFYbIAYmgkXF7nrSv0wstO2fmw-FDsOca1dDZ2-6VdzbnWVJr-e4PHBo8fs13KscFjWimUBo9kbdxDvT3b94kKB8f55OJGPpgvr2WTuHLuLIW68rWRcNdzzHFfzgfno-XCXczLPc3WJ8-hPlbWUoAUU98WX5_Dy1EJmBS21fzxlb_9_tlg_wG_GfwXAAD__xxQwhg
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https://email.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/c/eJyEkdGunCAQhp9GbxoNjKBywUWb1qTXfQCDMKtzVsEC7sm-fbO7nqRpTtLL-f7hD5nP7PvozYb6at7MRFXKIeIlBp9TtcfgDpsp-NJpJ6SaWImad03XSCFVU-JmaB0drnTDeB_JaeilajtQTPZn-oBcipYDMHWyDVMyM475vqN-oSkG46xJ-VyJmMIRLX76PuHvA_0r_EDH9Gz78Zi-_VP2WbJokEZJqWSneN8g9hycECguyBSfWmhL0sBAMg6MtaAkqztgojedhba3jPG2EOz6Nm11MhecDxMd-Zl8sksIa6ptqI9rueol5z0VzdcChgKG9_f3eg63-rgWMMzhhtFv6HMBw35MK1nzuHcqYFjQrHl5SMj4lFCRr87uynhXhbxgrOxCq7MmYnUxllbKhKn8OHBC7zCOLmyGvP7vX6PeMWOsrfF5xXsh2HOeQgzHvFSOgsWEdYjzcxst7YQ-vxwpwZngfVMmyqc20UnOegll1r8o45ef3wto_sI3DX8CAAD__xyr2jo
https://email.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/c/eJyEkUmL3DAUhH-NfQk28rMlywcdJiRNhhyHnI2WZ1vTtqRoaeh_H3oZCGEgx_qqVOhRMoTZyQPFWb5LZZuUfcQlepdTE6I3RWfrXW2EGeikSI2iG_uxpwOd-hoPaffZ4G4vGK-zNQI4ndgIE6H86d5gRwfWAZDpyQ5MSa4452tA8UAqemm0TPkZiZh8iRo_fZ_wd0H3MD9QUfe27zf19Z-yz5xNUM6UHAdNQfeqJ1KbgfAeJjUyCYhdbQUQoKQDQhhMlLQjkIHLUQPjmpCOVQM5v6ujTXLBtchorFutS3rzfk-t9m0517vYcg6p6l8qOFVwkilhTm0oardps25tE8aL1diu_tKWcwWnA42VFZwYMMYmrfgi-UKhVyNApyZewenXzx9vL03afNlN89qcEUNzXGe92d3MflnmxyfmtVgjncbmpW-CTxljG8xSfwyQ0BmMs_GHtE7895YoAt4qtHR5x2s1kLtWPvqybo2xXmPC1sf1nkZtg0WXHxtOQ0eGjvd1svk56zDSjnAKdRZvNuOX128V9H_hi4A_AQAA___bDOKH
https://email.kjbm.safeguardinginschools.co.uk/c/eJyEkc2K3DoQhZ_G3lxkJFn-0UKLuSRNQpZD1k1ZKrtr2pYcldwwbx-mpwdCGMiyvlM6qPhg388RNnRXeIGJBJeUcc4pFhZ7TuHwhVKsgwums5Os0amhHdrOdLatcQNazwFXumF-PVNweuxsP2gru_GRvkHVmV5pLe2DbcgMC57L647uHU05QfDA5bGSkdORPX76nvHXgfE9_EDHdG_7-jb9_1fZZ8nF2dkqIycpe6vNYH0Y5853VrUBB4BR1-S01J1UWspe2042g5ZmhMHrfvRSqr4y8voybQ3DjMsBOVBcKLK_pLRy41NzXOvVXUrZuWqfKn2q9AmYsXCzH9NKfKG4NIz5Rh6bJd2a41rp04aBoNKnXvd9P0JAK1EOqh-n1ktr2kqffv749vwklDJKiw0iLBQX4YGRRZoFxRnfvB0sAjHeMUXx-NiZC8yz2DP4Qh5WsRwUUKS9qGYPc_1hhzEGzOeQNqDo_nlodjsWzI2HWFZ8rYy8z1PK6VguIlDyyNikvNy30dNOGMu7YGuUNGpsa6bycG6GTsmx03Vxz1Twv-9fKt3-gW9O_w4AAP__TzfsJg
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Question of the Week 

A child gives you a gift. What does our school policy say about 

receiving gifts? 

'Settings should have policies in place regarding the giving of gifts or 

rewards to pupils and the receiving of gifts from them or their parents/carers 

and staff should be made aware of and understand what is expected of 

them.' (GSWP Safer Recruitment Consortium, 2022) 

What is our policy on giving children gifts? 

What examples could there be where a member of staff wants to buy a child 

a gift? Are there any occasions where it could be legitimate. If so, what 

should the policy cover? 

More about this issue can be found in 'Guidance for Safer Working Practices' 

pages 9 and 10 here: 

https://www.saferrecruitmentconsortium.org/_files/ugd/f576a8_0d079cbe69e

a458e9e99fe462e447084.pd 

 

NEW Course available on Safeguarding.Pro: Introduction to AI 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is here to stay. Until fairly recently, AI was 

unknown to most of the general public. The course is a short introduction to 

Ai, what it is, what it can do and what some of the challenges can be. Like 

many great inventions, AI can be a great tool or a terrible threat. Like most 

things, it will be a mixture of the two. 

This new course is available now and can be shared with all the staff you 

have on your account. 

For more details or to join, go to https://safeguarding.pro/ 

Safeguarding.Pro is a great resource offering safeguarding courses for 

online learning. A range of membership levels are available depending on 

how many staff you wish to include. 
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Child Sexual Abuse and the Family Webinar - The Child 

Safeguarding Practice Review Panel 

The Child Safeguarding Practice Panel is hosting an extra webinar to 

cascade the key messages from its national review on child sexual abuse 

within the family environment. The event will take place virtually on 

Wednesday 22 January 2025, 12.00 to 13.00. This 1-hour ‘lunch and learn’ 

event will include an overview of the key themes, local recommendations for 

safeguarding partners, and input from the Centre of expertise on child sexual 

abuse. It is suitable for safeguarding partners, senior and middle managers, 

and frontline professionals who work with children. The webinar will be 

hosted by Panel Chair Annie Hudson and Panel Member Jenny Coles. It will 

conducted via Microsoft Teams and you will be sent joining instructions and 

a full agenda via email from the Panel Mailbox one week before the event. If 

interested, please follow the link below to sign up: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/webinar-child-sexual-abuse-within-the-family-

environment-2-tickets-1142581665519 

 

Advanced Safeguarding for DSLs 

"I just wanted to say that I thought today's training was absolutely fantastic. 

By a mile it was the most engaging training I have done." 

Next live online course - 11th February 2025 

Wednesday 11th February 2025 Book here 

The on-demand course is always available and is updated after each live 

session Book Online  

 Other available online courses include: 

• Whole School Safeguarding Course for 2024/2025 (2 hours of content 

plus a break) 

Online courses - Safeguarding.Pro 

All our other courses are now available in Safeguarding.Pro These courses 

can be accessed for a full year. 
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Current courses include: 

• Safeguarding Refresher 

• An Introduction to Cybersecurity 

• An Introduction to AI 

• Safeguarding for Governance 

• Safeguarding Induction for new staff 

For further details, go to: https://safeguarding.pro/  

Until next time, keep safe, 

  

Andrew Hall 

Specialist Safeguarding Consultant, 

Director, Success In Schools Ltd.  
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